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From the Abstract:

Given the discrepancy between access to justice needs and the resources that are
realistically made available, current incremental approaches are almost bound to
fail. The only realistic path to providing 100% of litigants with meaningful access to
justice is through a simplification approach that both increases the accessibility of
the legal system and reduces its costs. Indeed, we may now be in a rare moment of
opportunity in which the interests of courts, bar, and legal aid align in favor of such
an approach. This Article discusses the causes of excess complexity, the beginnings



of simplification in current innovations, and recommends a number of short- and
long-term approaches to fundamental simplification, including reconsideration of
issues of burden of pleading and production. Among the suggestions is a possible
reworking of the Federal Rules (and particularly their state derivatives). Those Rules
are now almost one hundred years old and date back to a time when almost
everyone in court had lawyers and no one, not even the government, had the luxury
of technology—not even photocopiers.

Recommended Citation: Richard Zorza, Some First Thoughts on Court Simplification:
The Key to Civil Access and Justice Transformation, 61 Drake L. Rev. 845 (2012-
2013) available at http://www.zorza.net/Simple.pdf.

Last updated on September 22, 2020.

Year published: 2013

Document Author:
e Richard Zorza
Topics

Simplification Judges Courts Best Practices for Self-Help Centers Articles & SRLN
Briefs

Regions

United States

Files

Zorza Simplification 2013.pdf
Print

Table of Contents

PDF downloaded from https://atjlibrary.org/node/481/article-some-first-thoughts-court-
simplification-key-civil-access-and-justice


http://www.zorza.net/Simple.pdf
https://atjlibrary.org/topics/148/simplification
https://atjlibrary.org/topics/184/judges
https://atjlibrary.org/topics/185/courts
https://atjlibrary.org/topics/276/best-practices-self-help-centers
https://atjlibrary.org/topics/232/articles-srln-briefs
https://atjlibrary.org/topics/232/articles-srln-briefs
https://atjlibrary.org/taxonomy/term/126
https://atjlibrary.org/system/files/attachments/Zorza%20Simplification%202013.pdf

